
© FMCS 2014 

 

      World Conflict Resolution Day 2014 

  Young People as participants in family conflict resolution  

             

Our Annual Mini Conference  
 

Date :  Thursday 16th October 2013 10.00-5.00 (Registration from 9.30) 
Venue : The Post House, Greengate Street, Stafford, ST16 2HZ 
Facilitators : Lisa Parkinson, Neil Robinson, Kids in the Middle and guests 
Audience : Family Mediators, young people and fellow dispute resolution practitioners 
CPD:            :               5 for SRA and FMC 

       Price            :                £150 (inclusive of VAT) for mediators and lawyers  – check with Emma for discounts for others  

BACKGROUND: 
16th October 2014 is World Conflict Resolution Day and this is our twelfth year of running an annual “developing 
mediation day” s part of FMCS’ evolving CPD programme www.fmcstaffs.co.uk . 2014 is also the 20th Anniversary of the 
Year of the Family - www.family2014.org – and we are building on last year’s very successful theme of “Children and 
Young People at the Centre” by taking it a stage further –looking at the  active contributions of children and young people 
in managing conflicts in the family, in school and in the outside world.   
 
AIMS:  
As ever, we aim to rediscover the essence of mediation and infuse it with fresh thinking drawn from local and 

international perspectives and shared experience.   Our plans are evolving and include: 

• hearing about young people's initiatives in support of Kids in the Middle     www.kidsinthemiddle.org.uk 

• insights into the training and experience of peer mediators in schools and colleges  

• our biennial International Round Table:   practitioners from at least eight countries will share ideas and invite 

debate on children's active participation in conflict resolution   and 

• work in groups to discuss how mediators of all ages can work together more closely to  share and develop  our 
skills in conflict management   

 
LEARNING OUTCOMES:   

• Explore how young people may themselves initiate and manage the resolution of family and other conflict 

• Gain a better understanding of the resources that children and young people need to manage the conflicts they 
encounter at home and in the outside world 

• Develop a shared understanding with young people of  the skills, knowledge, strategies and interventions that 
actually work in challenging situations 

• Provide messages to Government and others about  how to harness and promote the positive energies of young 
people as active participants in conflict resolution  
 

Hosts and Facilitators:  

Lisa Parkinson is a family mediator, trainer, PPC (professional practice consultant) and a founder and Vice-President 

of the Family Mediators Association (FMA). She is a  trainer for Resolution on child consultation and child-inclusive 

mediation and member of International Social Service's advisory group on a guide to international family mediation. A 

new edition of her Family Mediation book was published in 2011. 

Neil Robinson is an independent trainer, consultant and mediator, and a leading provider of innovative mediation and 

professional development. He is Visiting Professor at the Law and Business School, Staffordshire University and sits as a 

Mental Health Tribunal Judge. He is a consultant to Family Mediation Centre Staffordshire. 

 
      is also a provider of innovative mediation, training and consultancy – contact Managing Director  
                            Emma Turner for details – emma@fmcstaffs.co.uk  
 

Kids in the Middle – www.kidsinthemiddle.org.uk  – is a new charity and “a place where 

 the experiences of children in separating families can be told, a place where they can find reassurance from their peers 

that their situation is not their fault and that it is okay to seek support”. All profits and any donations on the day or 

in support of it will go to KitM .                                              

                            


